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The Evolution of Western Representations in Urdu Short
Fiction: Occidentalist and Postcolonial Perspectives

Muhammad Rashid Saeedi, PhD
Lecturer, Department of Urdu & Igbaliat
The Islamia University of Bahawalpur

Abstract
In the Urdu short story tradition, the West emerges as a
complex intellectual and cultural theme shaped by colonial
experience, modernity, migration, and crises of identity. Its
representation oscillates between images of power and
progress on the one hand, and moral disintegration,
alienation, and existential anxiety on the other. This
multiplicity transforms the West from a mere external
civilization into a sustained intellectual problem and a
symbolic structure within Urdu fiction. The central question,
therefore, concerns the perspective from which Urdu short
story writers engage with the West: whether it appears as a
postcolonial reaction, an orientalist counter-discourse;
Occidentalism, or a site of cultural dialogue. This article
examines selected short stories by selective celebrated
authors; Manto, Qurratulain Hyder, Abdullah Hussein and
Mirza Athar Baig etc to address this question. Through close
textual and comparative analysis, the study demonstrates
that the representation of the West in Urdu fiction is neither
imitative nor uniformly oppositional. Rather, it constitutes a
self-reflexive, critical, and dialogic engagement that
negotiates power, identity, and historical memory.
Consequently, Urdu short fiction articulates a distinctive
postcolonial and Occidentalist consciousness that positions
it meaningfully within global debates on culture, modernity,
and literary representation.
Keywords:
Urdu short story, the West, postcolonialism, Occidentalism,
identity, cultural dialogue.
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1. Said, Edward W. Orientalism, (New York: Vintage Books, 1979),P 27
English Quotation: "Orientalism can be discussed and analyzed as the
corporate institution for dealing with the Orient ... in short, Orientalism as a
Western style for dominating, restructuring, and having authority over the
Orient."

2-  Stuart Hall, Representation: Cultural Representations and Signifying Practices
(London: Sage, 1997), p. 15.

English Quotation: “Representation is the production of meaning through
language. It is the link between concepts and Ianguage which enables usto
refer to the ‘real” world of objects, people or events.”

FEU b ChatGPT (GPT-5.5, OpenAD b QU U £15 331 £ b G152 Flre

-‘Ld/UM)JJ”-Z/U‘}(Zt'-‘L

3. Said, Edward W, Orientalism,P6
English Quotation: "Orientalism is not an airy European fantasy about the
Orient, but a created body of theory and practice in which, for many
generations, there has been a considerable material investment."

4. Said, Edward W, Orientalism,P7
English Quotation: "Orientalism depends for its strategy on this flexible
positional superiority, which puts the Westerner in a whole series of possible
relationships with the Orient without ever losing him the relative upper hand."”

5. Hall, Stuart, “The West and the Rest,” in Formations of Modernity, edited by
Stuart Hall and Bram Gieben, (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1992),P277.
English Quotation:"The discourse, as a 'system of representation,’ represents
the world as divided according to a simple dichotomy—the West/the Rest."

6. James G. Carrier, “Introduction”, Occidentalism: Images of the West (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1995),p 4.
English Quotation: "The occident and the oriental define and justify each
other."

7. James G. Carrier, Occidentalism: Images of the West, " p8
English Quotation: The essentialisms of occidentalism and orientalism... are
created in a process of essentialization."

8- Buruma, lan and Avishai Margalit, Occidentalism: The West in the Eyes of Its
Enemies, (New York: Penguin Books, 2004), pp. 3-7.

9- Howard, Rhoda E., “Occidentalism, Human Rights, and the Obligations of
Western Scholars,” Canadian Journal of African Studies, Vol. 29, No. 1,
(1995), p. 122.
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10.

11.
12.

13-

14-

16-

English Quotation: Occidentalism is a science of the West from a non-
Western perspective, aiming at liberating the self from the domination of
Western consciousness.”.

Hassan Hanafi, “From Orientalism to Occidentalism,” Studia Philosophiae
Christianae 40, no. 1 (2004): 228-229.

English Quotation: "Occidentalism is a counter-field of research, which can
be developed in the Orient in order to study the West from a non-Western
World point of view."

Hassan Hanafi, “From Orientalism to Occidentalism,” Studia Philosophiae
Christianae 40, no. 1 (2004): 228-229.

Wang, Ning, “Orientalism versus Occidentalism?”, New Literary History,
Vol. 28, No. 1, (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1997), p63.
English Quotation: "Occidentalism as opposed to Orientalism has at one time
been regarded as a 'decolonizing’ and even anti-colonialist strategy of
discourse getting along with the local decolonizing movement.”

Leservot, Typhaine, “Occidentalism: Rewriting the West in Marjane Satrapi’s
Persepolis,” French Forum, Vol. 36, No. 1, (Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2011), pp. 115-116.

Dabashi, Hamid, Post-Orientalism: Knowledge and Power in the Time of
Terror, (New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers, 2009), Pxvii « xviii
English Quotation: “Who gets to represent whom and by what authority?”
“'My paramount concern in this book is not a mere critique of colonial
representation but in fact the manners and modes of fighting back and
resisting it.”
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Said, Edward W., Culture and Imperialism, (New York: Vintage Books,
1994), p. 22.
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Fanon, Frantz, The Woretched of the Earth, translated by Constance
Farrington, (New York: Grove Press, 1963), p. 35.
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Fanon, Frantz, The Wretched of the Earth, P73
English Quotation: "Colonialism is not a thinking machine, nor a body
endowed with reasoning faculties. It is violence in its natural state, and it will
only yield when confronted with greater violence.”
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31- Bhabha, Homi K., The Location of Culture, (London: Routledge, 1994), p. 87.
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“Colonial discourse is split between fascination and fear, desire and disavowal.”
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38-  Bauman, Zygmunt, Liquid Modernity, (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2000), p. 32.
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