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An Old Deccani Qissa: Qissa Anar Rani
(Introduction and Critical Text)

Sajid Siddique Nizami, PhD
Assistant Professor of Urdu
Institute of Urdu Language and Literature, Lahore

Abstract

Deccan or South of India is considered the first marked
centre of the Urdu literature. Although the tradition of prose
in Urdu is comparatively well behind the poetic tradition but
has many strongholds in different eras. Till the late 17th
century, the Deccan had a very rich tradition of prose and
poetry. After the annexation of the Deccani States to the
Mughal Empire, this tradition rolled back to some extent.
But we find some interesting specimens of our literature in
Deccan in the 18th century as well, although literary
historians couldn’t shed any light on the tradition of Urdu
literature in Deccan in the 18th century. British colonizers
played a significant role in preserving many specimens
throughout this century. Many stories in the genre of Qissa
are found in different manuscripts of different libraries.
Qissa Anar Rani is one of the moderate-length Qissa from
the late 18th century by some unknown author and has been
preserved in the British Library, London, UK. Anyone could
presume it to be a Deccani Qissa by its language and style.
This article introduces Qissa Anar Rani and presents its
critical text for the first time. A brief lingual study and a
glossary are also part of this article.
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P. 2624. Foll. 67-114; 8 Y2 x 6 in.; II. 9 to 12; Nasta’liq;
written on European paper water-lined “Gior Magnani”;
19th century. [J. Leyden]

Two anonymous stories, in Dakhani prose.

I. Fol. 67. &) )4 ~<d Qissah i Anar Rani. The story of the
princess Anar and her marriage with a prince of India, a
fairy tale. Begins
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(4) Blumhardt, James Fuller, Catalogue of the Hindustani Manuscripts in
the Library of India Office (Oxford University Press, 1926)
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Quraishi, Salim al-Din and Ursula Sims-Williams, Catalogue of the
Urdu Manuscripts in the India Office Library (Supplementary to James
Fullar Blumhardt’s Catalogue of 1926) (London: India Office Library
and Records, 1978)
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