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WOOLNER’S CONTRIBUTION TO

DISSEMINATION OF SANSKRIT IN LAHORE
(IN THE LIGHT OF NEWLY DISCOVERED DOCUMENTY)

Muhammad Arsalan, PhD
Assistant Professor of Urdu
Govt. College University, Lahore
Abstract

Alfred Woolner was a renowned Sanskrit scholar who
made significant contributions to the promotion and
study of Sanskrit in Punjab. As a professor and later the
Vice-Chancellor of Punjab University, Lahore, he
played a crucial role in establishing Sanskrit schools in
the region, ensuring that students had access to Vedic
texts and classical Sanskrit literature. He organized and
facilitated performances of original Sanskrit plays,
helping to preserve the theatrical traditions of ancient
India. Woolner also built an extensive collection of
Sanskrit books, which remains the largest repository of
Sanskrit literature in Pakistan today. His dedication to
Sanskrit studies led him to travel across Punjab,
fostering interest in the language and its rich heritage.
Through his efforts, he firmly rooted Sanskrit
scholarship in the land, leaving a lasting academic and
cultural legacy.
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The next meeting has been arranged for the 22nd
instant. After the usual programme a performance of A
Midsummer Night's Dream will be out of doors and
stage manager is relying on the moon for his foot
lights and Providence for his make-up. It is rumoured
that Bottom has gone into strick training on a diet of
thistles and the Vicar of Bray and the fairies are taking
lessons in aviation from Mr. Wilbur Wright. So it all
ought to be very successful. (19)
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A meeting was held on Wednesday, June 22nd at 6
pm. After a business meeting in which a great deal of
very important work was got through the members
dispersed for tennis and badminton. Afterwards the
great number was induced to sit through a
performance of A Midsummer Night's Dream by the
College Dramatic Society. The Graduate Union
expressed itself as satisfied: the performance may
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therefore be voted as a huge success. An account of
the play will be found elsewhere.(20)
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(1) Dr Banarsi Das, "A Life Sketch" included in, "WOOLNER
COMMEMORATION VOLUME (In Memory of The Late Dr A.C.
Wollner)" Edited by Muhammad Shafi. Lahore: Mehr Chand Lachman
Das Sanskrit Book Depot, 1940. P: 02
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Among many interesting facts about Ipswich School is that it is
the only school which is mentioned in any of Shakespeare’s
works. The reference is in Henry VIII, Act iv, Sc. 2, in a
reference to Cardinal Wolsey. Queen Catharine (Catharine of
Aragon) is in her apartments at Kenilworth with her attendant,
Griffith. They are speaking of Wolsey’s death and Katharine
describes what she sees as the corruption of the man responsible
for her divorce from the King. Griffith, however, speaks well of
Wolsey and describes his commitment to education. The ‘twins
of learning” were the school in Ipswich, the Cardinal College of
St. Mary, built by Wolsey to give his old school a grand home
and its sister, Cardinal College, Oxford.
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The Boden Scholarship at the University of Oxford was
established in 1833 to support students learning Sanskrit.
Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Boden, after whom the scholarship is
named, served in the Bombay Native Infantry of the East India
Company from 1781 until his retirement in 1807. He died on 21
November 1811, and his will provided that his estate should pass
to the University of Oxford after his daughter's death to establish
a professorship in Sanskrit. His daughter died in August 1827,
the university accepted Boden's bequest in November 1827, and
the first Boden Professor of Sanskrit was elected in 1832.

(https:/ / en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Boden_Scholarship)— % = ls> .
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(10) Bruce,J.F."A History Of The University Of The Punjab", Lahore 1933.
P:128

:f) Peter Peterson : The Scottish Sanskrit Scholar: /s~ Ku’/:'ft'/n L (1)

https:/ / madrascourier.com/ biography/ peter—peterson—the-scottish-sanskrit-
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(14) GarrettH.L.O,"A  History of Government College Lahore(1864-

1914)" Lahore :Civil and Military Gazette Press,1914. P: 131
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Garrett,H.L.0,"A History of Government College Lahore(1864-1914)",

Lahore : Civil and Military Gazette Press,1914. P: 104
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(19) THE RAVI (The Government College Magazine), vol 5, No 32, June
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