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The Rights of Servants and Slaves in the light of Sirah (PBUH)

(Special study in a contemporary context)

Ageel Ahmad, PhD
Associate Professor of Islamic Studies
The University of Lahore, Lahore

Abstract

This article offers a scholarly examination of the rights of
servants and slaves in light of the Seerah of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), with emphasis on its relevance to
contemporary human-rights discourse. It argues that the
Prophetic model introduced a transformative ethical
framework that elevated the dignity of marginalized groups
in a society where slavery was institutionally entrenched.
The study reviews Qur’anic directives and Prophetic policies
that encouraged the gradual abolition of slavery through
moral reform, legal mechanisms, and social integration. It
analyzes how the Prophet ensured equitable treatment,
personal development, and honorable social standing for
servants and slaves. By engaging cases such as Zaid ibn
Harithah, Bilal ibn Rabah, and Salman al-Farsi, the article
demonstrates how individuals of enslaved backgrounds
attained distinguished positions within the emerging Muslim
community. The study finally relates these principles to
contemporary contexts, arguing that the Seerah provides a
normative model for safeguarding the rights of domestic
workers and addressing structural vulnerabilities in modern
societies.
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“Human rights are rights inherent to all human beings,

regardless of race, sex, nationality, ethnicity, language,

religion, or any other status. Human rights include the

right to life and liberty, freedom from slavery and

torture, freedom of opinion and expression, the right to

work and education, and many more. Everyone is
entitled to these rights, without discrimination. (5)
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Faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and
worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men
and women and of nations large and small(6)
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https://www.britannica.com/topic/equality-human-rights
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Slavery, condition in which one human being was
owned by another. A slave was considered

by law as property, or chattel, and was deprived of
most of the rights, ordinarily held by free persons.(9)
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"Slavery is the status or condition of a person over
whom any or all of the powers attaching to the right of
ownership are exercised- (10)
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1. To prevent and surpass the slave trade

2. To bring about, progressively as soon as possible, the complete
abolition of slavery in all its forms (11)
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"Man is born free, but he is everywhere in chains"(12)
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