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A Critical and Analytical Study of Personification in the
Poetry of Zuhuri Torshizi
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Abstract

Nur ud-Din Muhammad Zuhuri is recognized as one of the
prominent Iranian poets and and writers of the early 11th
century AH (17th century CE). In his youth, after acquiring
literary education, he migrated to India, where he became
affiliated with royal courts and composed panegyrics for
various rulers among his most renowned works are the Divan
of Zuhuri, the prose preface to his writings, and his Sagi-nama.
Zuhuri's poetry exemplifies the intellectual and aesthetic
characteristics of the Indian style (Sabk-e-Hendi). One of the
most salient rhetorical devices in this style is personification
(tashkhis), which is frequently observed in the poetry of Zuhuri
Torshizi. In this literary device, the poet, using the power of
imagination, attributes human traits and emotions to inanimate
objects, natural elements, creatures, or abstract concepts. This
paper examines the function and significance of personification
in the poetry of Zuhuri Torshizi. The use of personification
enhances imagination and imagery in his poetry. Through a
close reading of selected verses, it explores how Zuhuri
employs personification to intensify imaginative expression,
enrich visual imagery, and convey mystical, emotional, and
philosophical concepts in a concrete and accessible form.

Keywords:

Zuhuri Torshizi's biography, literary works, poetic features, literary
device, personification (tashkhis), examples of personification in the
verses of Zuhuri Torshizi and their explanation
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"In his youth he had studied literature and as s poet he
lived at the court of nobles in Yazd and shiraz. He also
spent a short time at the court of shah Abbas the great,
but he failed to procure suitable recognition and
support™.(8)
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"He came to India in 988A.H and stayed for some
time at Ahmadnagar where he was appointed poet
laureate at the court of Burhan Nizam Shah......".(11)
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personification: A figure of speech by which
animals, abstract ideas, or ainanimate things are
relerred to as if they were human, as in sir philip
Sidney's line: Invention, Nature's Child, fied stepdame
study blows. This figure or Trope' Known in Greek as
prosopopoeia, is common in most ages of poetry, and
particularly in the 18th century. It has a special
function as the basis of Allegory. In drama the term is
sometimes applied to the impersonation of non-human
things and ideas by human actors. (26)
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(8) Jan, Rypka, History of Iranian Literature, edited by Karl Jahn, (Holland:
D.Reidel publishing company, Dordrecht, 1968), 725.
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(11) Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and
Literature at the Mughal court, Part Il Akbar, (Lahore: Hijra
International Publishers, 1983),185-186.
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(26) Chris Baldick, Oxford Concise Dictionary of Literary Terms,
(Oxford: Oxford University press, 2001), 190.
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