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Abstract
This study explores the use of onomatopoeia in the
poetry of Nazeer Akbarabadi, a renowned Urdu poet
known for his vivid depictions of everyday life and
nature. Onomatopoeia, the representation of natural
sounds through language, plays a crucial role in
enriching poetic expression by evoking sensory
imagery and enhancing emotional impact. By analyzing
Nazeer’s innovative use of sound symbolism, the paper
highlights its historical and literary significance,
comparing his techniques with those of classical poets
such as Mir Taqgi Mir and Wali Daccani. The findings
underscore Nazeer’s originality and his ability to
connect deeply with his audience, solidifying his
distinctive place in Urdu literature.
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Onomatopoeia designates a word, or a combination of
words, whose sound seems to resemble closely the
sound it denotes: "hiss," "buzz," "rattle," "bang.(1)
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Onomatopoeia, the use of words that seem to imitate the
sounds they refer to (whack, fizz, crackle, hiss); or any
combination of words in which the sound gives the
impression of echoing the sense. This FIGURE OF
SPEECH is often found in poetry, sometimes in prose.(2)
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The formation of words through the imitation of
sounds from nature, e.g. cock-a-doodle doo, meow,
splash. The same sound may be represented
differently in other languages, e.g. cocka-doodle-doo
is kikeriki in German and cocorico in French.(3)
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The phenomenon of words, said to be onomatopoeic,
which imitate or echo the sound produced by some
process or creature. The imitations are not completely
natural but vary across languages and conform to the
phonology of the language they belong to.(4)
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The bow-wow theory supports that language emerged
through “onomatopoeia” or the imitation of the sounds
in the natural world. The early bow-wow theory of
language was first introduced by Max Miiller, a
philologist who was at a later stage criticized about his
point of view. Bow-wow theory postulates that the
origin of language arose through “onomatopoeia,”
which, in simple words, is the imitation of sounds in
nature. Specifically, the sounds from animals were the
most imitated from the environment. (%)
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