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The Literary Merit of Zuhuri Torshizi in the Discourses
of classical and contemporary Literary Criticism
Atiya Haider, PhD
Assistant Professor of Persian
Department of Persian, Kinnaird College(W), Lahore

Abstract

Nur ud-Din Muhammad Zuhuri, a distinguished Iranian poet
and prose stylist of the early, 11th century AH, was a
celebrated literary figure who emigrated from Iran. In his
youth, he spent a brief period at the court of Shah Abbas of
the Safavid dynasty, where he composed laudatory verses in
the monarch's honor. However, he soon left for India, where
he found patronage at the courts of Burhan Nizam Shah sani
of Ahmadnagar and Ibrahim Adil Shah of Bijapur,
composing panegyrics in their praise. Zuhuri was highly
skilled in both prose and poetry. His Divan reflects all the
hallmark features of the Sabk-e-Hindi (Indian style of
poetry), that prevailed in his time, while his prose follows
the nasr-e-masnu (ornate literary style). Through the creative
use of literary devices and rhetorical embellishments -
distinctive of the Indian aesthetic - he infused his works with
color and elegance. Some poets and prose writers even
imitated him. Consequently, literary critics, both past and
contemporary, have lauded his contributions to Persian
literature. This article explores the literary stature and
enduring significance of Zuhuri Torshizi in the context of
classical and contemporary Persian literary criticism.

Keywords:

Life of Zuhuri Torshizi, Zuhuri's works, Sagi-nama, Zuhuri's three
prose composition, critical perspectives of classical and
contemporary literary scholars, critics and biographers on his
oeuvre.
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From Yezd he went over to Shiraz where he entered into
competitions with Muhtasham Kashi, Ghairati, Anisi, and Rizai, and
became a prominent figure in the poetical assemblies which were
convened in the shop of one Mirza Husain, a baker, Here he stayed
for seven years, continuing his studies and acquiring skill in
calligraphy. In the last named, he took lessons, from maulana
Darwish Husain who was a man of versatile accompli shments and
was noted in persia in the art of penmanship.() +)
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"He also spent a short time at the court of shah Abbas the great, but
he failed to procure suitable recognition and support”.() V)
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The famous Persian historian Iskandar Munshi of the court of Shah
Abbas observes as follows.
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Faizi, when he went on deputation to Ahmadnagar, strongly

commended him to Akbar's notice, in a special letter which he wrote

from Deccan. ... Since that time remained in touch with each other

and exchanged letters in prose and poetry which were admired at both
the courts.() %)
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“He is, as Rieu observes, little known in persia, though much admired
in India, especially as a writer of extremely florid prose”. o)
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"His mathnavis certainly deserve mention the most outstainding of
these being Saqi Nama "The Book of the cup bearer written in praise

of the magnate of Ahmad Nagar".(av)
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“Saib the Poet laureate of India and Persia, pays Zuhuri a tribute
more glowing than he did to Faizi.
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“The author of Ma'asir-i-Rahimi declares that Zuhuri came as a

saviour ,and by giving a new foundation to the dilapidated structure
of the old style of prose and poetry saved it from total collapse”.(1Y)
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8. Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and Literature at the
Mughal court, Part Il Akbar, (Lahore: Hijra International Publishers,
1983),182.
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(10) Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and Literature
at the Mughal court, Part Il Akbar, (Lahore: Hijra International
Publishers, 1983),188.

(112) Jan, Rypka, History of Iranian literature, edited by Karl Jahn, (Holland:
D.Reidel publishing company, Dordrecht, 1968), 725.

(12) Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and Literature
at the Mughal court, Part Il Akbar, (Lahore: Hijra International
Publishers, 1983),184-185.
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(18) Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and Literature
at the Mughal court, Part Ill Akbar, (Lahore: Hijra International
Publishers, 1983),189.
(19) Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and Literature
at the Mughal court, Part Il Akbar, (Lahore: Hijra International
Publishers, 1983),187.
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(55) Edward G. Browne, A Literary History of Persia, volume iv, Modern
times (1500-1924), (Cambridge: Cambridge at the University Press, 1959),
253.
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(57) Jan, Rypka, History of Iranian literature, edited by Karl Jahn, (Holland:
D.Reidel publishing company, Dordrecht, 1968), 725.
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Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and Literature
at the Mughal Court, part Il Akbar, (Lahore: Hijra International
Publishers, 1983),190.
Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and Literature
at the Mughal Court, part Il Akbar, (Lahore: Hijra International
Publishers, 1983),192.
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