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THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE QUARTERLY SAHIFATO
THE TRADITION OF URDU FICTION TRANSLATIONS

Asad Mehmood Khan, PhD
Chairman Department of Urdu
Minhaj University, Lahore

Abstract

Creative works stand out within literature’s vast treasury,
esteemed by figures like Wordsworth, who contended that
such works should rise above critical dissection. Scholars
like West have similarly asserted that original works hold
primacy over translated ones. Nevertheless, translations play
a vital role in connecting language barriers and revealing
fresh literary landscapes, a truth that cannot be ignored.
Urdu literary journals have been central to advocating this
mission from the twentieth century onward. Among these,
Sahifa emerges as a pioneering force. Since its debut edition,
which included a French short story translation, to its
modern issues, the journal has steadfastly elevated
translations, solidifying them as foundational to its ethos.
This article examines Sahifa’s significant impact on Urdu’s
translation legacy, specifically within short-story narratives.
By translating works from French, Russian, English, Irish,
Norwegian, Turkish, Persian, Bengali, and Sindhi, the
journal has brought Urdu audiences classic and
contemporary authors alike—ranging from obscure talents
to literary icons. Through projects such as Angarey, Sahifa
has amplified Urdu’s literary richness while cultivating a
worldwide exchange, demonstrating that translation, though
secondary to creation, remains its essential counterpart.

Keywords:
Translations, Journals, Urdu, literature, Classic, Sahifa,
Cultural exchange, Persian.
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(2) Rollo May, The Courage to Create, (New York, W.W. Norton & Company,
Inc.1994,) 40.
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(5) Maya Angelou, The Secret of Creating Viral Content, (Canada: Met Cogle
Publishers, 2018),3.
(6) Ernest Hemingway, Story Without End, Bloomington, (USA: Author House
Publishers, 2013) p173.
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