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CULTURAL RELATION BETWEEN CENTRAL

ASIA AND KASHMIR
Syed Khurram Umair
Ph.D Scholar Kashmiryat, University of Punjab, Lahore

Abstract

Culture and society are intricately related.A culture consists
of the “objects” of a society,whereas a society consists of the
people who share a common culture.When the terms culture
and society first acquired their current meanings,most
people in the world worked and lived in small groups in the
same locale.Some Socialogists define society as the people
who interact in sach a way as to share a common culture.The
cultural bond may be ethnic or racial,based on gender,or due
to shared beliefs,values,and activities. The term society can
also have a geographic meaning and refer to people who
share a common culture in a particular location.For
example,people living in arctic climates developed different
cultures from those living in desert cultures.In time, a large
variety of human cultures arose around the world. Iranian
influence in and beyond the region of Kashmir is a long-
term phenomenon.Inscriptions in sogdian,Parthian, and
Middle Persion demonstrate pre-Islamic contacts there with
Iranian-speakers (Jettmar,p.402;inscriptional material in
Sims-Williams).New Persian spread in the valley of
Kashmir durind the rule of the Sah-Miri dynasty (1339-
1561).The interest in Persian was initiated by Sehab-al-Din
Sirasamak (r.1354-74) and flourished under Sultan Zayn-al-
Abedin (1420-70).Continuous efforts to develop Persian
scholarship since that time,the availability of locally
produced,high-quality paper,and the constant influx of
Iranian scholar earned Kashmir its surname Iran-e-sagir,
“Little Iran”.
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Bulbul Shah is stated to have visited Kashmir first in the
time of Raja Shadeva, the predecessor of Rinchana. (1)
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In the 14th century, Islam became the dominent religion in

Kashmir the Muslims and Hindus of Kashmir lived in
harmony. (2)
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We owe to Zain-ul-Adidin. The arrival of shawl industry as

well the Carpet trade paper was also first introduced by him
from Central Asia. (6)
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Embroidery in Kashmir is done in four styles; 1) Amli, 2)

Chicken (minute satin stich) 3) Doori (knot stich) and 4)
Yarma. (8)

S NP (1P PP U I SN P
A s sl e uﬁ,;;(f,4f_§./€)vo¢i£fflftJu;ﬁ/



et b rer b e eI Sy
4W¢fd)b«f)~/uﬁmLo@if‘a.:f.t“ag,c.[}ufﬁmlJZ;/L“ U
T Ui S ke s sk o E T IS
LB £t & FB inFEsd E5L 2 e it toste b W export)
Luuéﬂd/f‘aﬁgﬁsu’fc«g,uiu‘zw_tZL“tggf(Import)ﬂ/.ccﬁ
B Qs Ut e F S A Ln L g LG e LK UL St

Iujﬁ (Thomas Wardle) JiIs

Nothing definite however is known in Kashmiri about the
origin of the silk industry beyond the fact that it is very
ancient and that it is intimately connected with that of
Bukhara with which it had always had interchange of seed
and silk. (9)
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The term Namda is derived from Nubi, the name of the
person who came up with the idea of felted woollen
carpets. It is also believed that a Sufi saint named Shah-e-
Hamban introduced Kashmiris to the Namda art; he had
come to the valley with the aim of creating new sources of
earning for the Kashmiris. (10)
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Papier machie is one of the most popular of crafts practised
in Kashmir today. The tradition in Kashmir has its origin

rooted in the 15th century when king Zain-ul-Abdin invited
accomplished artist and craftman from Central Asia. (11)
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Today, birch bark remains a popular type of wood for

various handicrafts and arts. Birch bark also contains

substances of medicinal and chemical interest. Some of

those products (such as betulin) also have fungicidal

properties that help preserve bark artifacts, as well as food
preserved in bark containers. (12)
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The first paper-like plant-based writing paper was Egyptian
papyrus, but the first true paper-making process was
documented in China during the Eastern Han dynasty (25-
220 AD), traditionally used by imperial court bureaucrats.
It is believed to have been attributed to Cai Lun. (13)
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Khatam-band is a speciality in Kashmir's wood work. To
make beautiful ceilings, the art is said to have been
introduced by Mirza Haider Tughlag in Mughal times. (14)
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Bone-crafting is a craft that works with animal bones and

exoskeletons to create moderately heavy armor and a wide
variety of ammunition and jewelry. (15)
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The silver-work is extremely beautiful and some of the
indigenous patterns the Chinar and lotus leaf of acquisile design.
The silvers mith works with a hammer and chisel and will
faithfully copy any design that may be given to him. (16)
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The Kashmir Valley produces splendid works of art, done
even in the remotest areas, which are just as mesmerizing
as the valley itself. The handicraft industry of Kashmir
comes second only to the fruit industry. Some things, like
stone crafting, are done solely by men, whereas most
handicrafts are produced by both men and women. (17)
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According to the Abdul Fazal schools of music were
founded in Kashmir by Irani and Turani musicians under
the patronage of Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin. He loved music
and always made generous allowances to musician. (19)
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Budshah's Love for letters was no way inferior to that for
arts and crafts. He extended his patronage of scholars is a
generous a measure as to artisan and craftmen, hence a
great influx came into Kashmir of scholars and men of
letters from other lands. (24)
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