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SAIRISTAN E MUBARZ UD DAULA
AN IMPORTANT CULTURAL SOURCE OF BAHAWALPUR STATE

Ismat Durrani, PhD
Professor of Persian
The Islamia University, Bahawalpur

Abstract

Sairistan e Mubaraz ud Daula is a travellog written in
Persian language by Peer Ibrahim Ali Kheshgi Qasuri,
who was the British native agent at Bahawalpur State.lt
consists of his travel to England, but the fourth chapter
of this travelog is about the culture, civilization and
traditions of Bahawalpur State. In this chapter, the
writer spending his fourteen years employement stay
has written about the geographical and traditional
circumstances in quite an observational, keen and
detailed way. That is the reason why this book may be
named as one of the important works of Bahawalpur’s
culture and tradition in which the picture of the intial
peaceful era is still intact, whose features are still on the
verge of completion.
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“The Peer was one of those men who are found only
on frontiers, as the chamois is found only amid snows.
On one side of his girdle was a pen, and on the other a
sword; and he had a head, a hand, and a heart, ready to
wield either with vigour.”(7)
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I. Memoir of Peer Ibrahim Khan Bahadur, British Agenat at the Court of
Bahawalpur
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Presented to the Library of the E.I College by E.B. Eastwick,
Author of the memoir, januay 1852". (10)
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“The work,of which the following is an abstract,is an
abbreviation of the family annals of Nawab Bahawal Khan. It was
abridgedat at Bahawalpur by Peer Ibrahim Khan, the British native
agent there, at the request of Captin J. D. Cunningham....who is now
our political agent at Bhopal.on his appointment to the latter agency
in 1846,1 bacame aware that he had some valuable Oriental MSS in
his possession,and asked him to give me some work,in which | might
employ my leisure hours usefully to myself and to the public. He

most liberally and readily gave me two MSS.; viz.one, the present
work, and the other a religious book...". (13)
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I..A striking difference was observable between them and the
people on the east of desert. Those we now saw, were strong, dark,
harsh featured, had their hair and beards long, wore caps aftener than
turbans, and spoke a language, entirely unintelligible to our
Hindoetauny attendants. The better sort were the dress, and affected
the manner of Persia. (37)

I1: Bahawalpur is remarkable for the manufacture of lounges,
or silken girdles, and turbans.The inhabitants of this, and all the
neighboring countries on the west and north, are principally Jute and
Baloches, who profess the Mohammadian religion. There are more

Hindus at Bahawalpur than any of the other provinces the mission
passed through. Afghans are foreigners there.(38)
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I:. Bikkanir, and other of the Rajput states to the east, mainly

depends upon Bahawalpur for their supplies for consumption. There

are few, if any countries in Asia, where provinces, the produce of the

soil, are more abundant or cheaper than in the Bahawalpur
state.”’(39)

I1: 1 passed three or four days at Bahawalpur, which gave me

the opportunity of inspecting some of the manufactures of silk and
tissue, for which city is famed (40)
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“On my arrival at Bahawalpur, the Nawab sent his agent with

sweetmeats and necessaries to me, and offered his kind assistance in

facilitating my future journey. The city is celebrated for its silk

manufactures and indigo plantation. The garden are numerous, and
filled with mango trees.” (41)
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