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A DANCE OF SPARKS - IMAGERY OF FIRE
IN GHALIB’S POETRY

Sohail Mumtaz Khan, PhD
Associate Professor of Urdu
Govt. Graduate College of Science, Wahdat Road, Lahore

Abstract

Annemarie Schimmel is a renowned Orientalist. The
mystic tradition of Islam was her favorite area of
interest. She loved mystic poetry very much. Besides
Persian, she also took keen interest in Urdu poetry. She
devoted herself for special study of Mirza Ghalib’s art
and thought. She presented her finding in her famous
book A Dance of Sparks-Imagery of Fire in Ghalib’s
Poetry. She established in this book that the dance has
special reference in different cultures. She also
compared her loving Sufi personality of Mansoor Hallaj
with Ghalib and gave an aesthetic touch to the motif of
fire in dancing.
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“And Ghalib, in turn, consoles himself when his
beloved refuses to kiss him and scolds him instead-
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how could she kiss him at all since she has no
mouth?”(8)
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‘Our poet leaves his house early in the morning to ask
a scribe to write a letter to the sweetheart.’
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“The main ingredient is the salve for the wounds of his

heart is pulverized diamond....the hardest element
conceivable-which adds to the gall.”(15)
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“Heart pressed unto heart were so-to-speak a ‘lip of
regret’ ...that means lips pressed together in regret and
sorrow”(17)
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Don’t ask how happy the yearning ones are when /They see the place
for execution!/ It is the ‘Eid of expectation (that) the / Sword should
become naked.

oﬁ/u&’)/d/gdzggﬁ;u:].TLUW/QL}?/U;?(:/)W”‘%Jgfﬂ’gﬁdwn
(V“lKUW/ghﬁujézh;;,g,&j}JJz’j}[llg&C}&/)!fﬁ:_b‘(g.l,fc'_JC"‘

HAraM 09



PAaM 19

Serr mw:uw)/‘m?‘uw ol Sy o

VF o i S E G e e B UG st et S
(19)" -l

LGk ziy P e Pl JF 585N
S NG S Pt Lee$s St Poi §ipor” < dis
2 Pl & 6P -t GBS 2 S S A L o R
,uﬁﬂtpp}!ugm%@/ﬁjjfjﬂﬁz{! SES SIS S e
/}”Kﬁw;&w&<v;jﬁ,g{u’t/,l‘at“/ﬁéd‘@gt;%?d/uu-—QU’}[}U;
waKf/z&;t@é%@ia&?:u‘;%_ﬁlhndﬂu{!ﬁfﬁ_‘gww
SIAS e pilabedUis P, Astie Jobe eltd
I %Jm,«,li»_wﬂ SIS SUFEF E SUP 0l Uskgeundle
(r)-res s P e e o

(J’,(AL/G]/,JJIA!‘LL}’ZQJ.d’}@/ﬁc)k«.gﬁyéuﬁj
e (E el et byl 25

Sl e U P Ut i ) P s B

Gotisflee P st U e ot S i LI e )bt

,m-wtam?ngg;/uw,-éauﬁﬁﬁfé&vﬁ’zu‘;/

G PR SNSN F S I Tot

U recsppl QUKL st E ot L P oS
FEIeF i S St s S0BT 7 S st Ll
S i F e T E IS Sar P e Lor L3S
uﬁu&Jﬁ;:uwfglzfui‘d/tﬁdu4;{/‘le/ﬁf'¢uﬁé(mazr)
AGF LU E (AT AOM ot 1 (92§32 o i - UL 15 S LT ot
JJ;@UU;‘"-QC;.’I:,J),';,g»/ngJ?‘Lu,tv:/Lﬁému‘%ié_u/?
Jw‘guﬁ@/./?c,ﬁ@u JJ;:/“'d)g;u‘;Kuwu:sz/x}quﬁu%}



err b P A o Il S o
g L Lo sl i e Bt p ot 4 s” Lot L 48y
e JUEFD

§ e Uil e § b SS A At e S Uz

G5 SsmJe o i ud S 2ol6l 2 G Fa

f+b/J:@JugawauﬁyﬂvLutdg,_%&;g{/g%

CUssh SN LT 26 28 e AT

ST 2+ S F o E ST -GS v stec

() e Qo Bl b

ﬁ%&uig;ui»ul@/‘“;,;?’ugﬁbﬁmmd/uil)tz.ﬁ}% g
/J!Jr/uglf_ujuﬁ’fd/inﬁﬁé:wlJ;_‘glnl?ac)@}%jm/bqﬁ:
C/rK4/"Ju’LﬁL1/g&”w/,’f:dﬁd;gumu%@i,;&lf&;
et e P ulng sy’ U el el FoF L uB e P
SNy I Y =S (1 NV //‘,Q,uhtg,wr%f
L EI08G S S S e e LS b [ B L iz
SPTIE LI o Bprn G 81 e o ™ SN 8 7 o o
uﬁg;u/ﬁ Jul_‘aJﬁgx’./g/z’u('g/ugu:’///ﬂf;/gn&tz)"f/
AP SR it P ED v tend SEGE S
S IS AN S 57 s S UG e b oS U7l
:w&nﬂ&bf‘é’;ﬂ’%C%Lﬁ/)}g&'/.fj.;‘au“mkagfu%&?g)ﬂ/

iuv’df;u’ L6 ozt Fr oty 37 iV sl 6™

J:}.LLJI/)!@,«HO"}JI:.:/G'.«(Jltd/b'«}.;'».ijl'gugﬂfk‘?

< E i B St e e Ve el S

St K28 o § 7 it e s S LT ez

()" A S A N 2ee o bLE(S FE

Haram 9



AR €9

ottt ALl ol Sy o
e S e 6 2l ST TIE
F bt LS A e Tom Lad o 5 U
UV e b Po 1l e bt pe (T
Lz S S FE GG B naus Lt Gum® ez (dn
(rM)" bl pe & m(': (LS

PAQAGAQA g ¢
L1y
UXL"L}/}?“u‘;’fU.l?Z/ﬂﬂ)r‘ib\-,m"o&:/’ﬁg-“u’fﬁv‘écggg};dﬁ‘@l":@I}Uf; 0)

_HALr o1y

(2) Schimmel, Annemarie. A Dance of Sparks- Imagery of Fire in Ghalib’s
poetry, (New Delhi: Vikas Publishing House PVT Limited, 1979), 4.
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