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Abstract

Mir Sayyid Ali Hamdani was the greatest Muslim Sufi. He
rendered his services for the spread of peaceful message of Islam
in the length and breadth of the valley of Kashmir. Hundreds of
his fellow Sayyids accompanied him from Hamdan and other
parts of Iran. Owing to the efforts of Mir Hamdani cultural
relations and contacts established between the people of Kashmir
and Central Asia. Sayyid Ali Hamdani encouraged skilled
arfisans, technicians and architects from abroad and fostered new
arts in Kashmir. A number of people embraced Islam at his hand
and thus he successfully gave a new shape to the religio - cultural
milieu of Kashmir.
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Sayyid Ali Hamdani introduced recitation of aurad and

'\.q

L

zikr i a loud voice. The Kashmin Hindus, who used to
recite aloud therr bhajans, daily come to see what practices
were being performed by the Sufis. Thev felt attracted

towards it after learning the meaning of these statutes (7)
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sayyid Ali Hamdani would hold discussions and
debates with the Hindus and Buddhist clergy and
impressed them with his logic. In this way hundreds
of the Non-Muslims joined his fold and the success
of his mission can be judged by this fact that within a
few weeks of his arrival seven thousand Buddhists

and Hindus embraced Islam. (9)
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The third chapter of Zakhiratul Muluk deals with the
excellence of ethical values. Sayyid Al Hamdam wished to
write on ments of ethical values owing to the prevailing
conditions of the time. Such was the extent of ignorance
with Islamic laws that Sultan Qutbuddin had married two
real sisters at a fime. He spent much of his time in

preaching moral values and Islamic laws m the wvalley. It

was ofl account of his advice that the Sultan divorced one

of the two sisters married to him (11).
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Sayyid All Hamdani encouraged the study of Persian
literature, so that the Kashmins could get into contact with

the authors of Persia and Central Asta (17)
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Sayvid Muhammad Nooristani and Ustad Khawaja

Saddru-din  Kharasami, the highly skilled masons of their

ftme who had come to Kashmir m the company of

Amir-i-Kabir and made great efforts to acquaint Kashmiris

with the refined art of constructing Muslm buildings and

mosques, particularly durmg the course of the construction
of Jama Masjid m the reign of Sultan Sikandar .(23)
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