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MODERNITY OF MEERAJI: AESTHETICS OF SPACE

Nasir Abbas Nayver, PhD
Assistant Professor of Urdn

Department of Urdu, University of the Pumab, Lahore

Abstract

This article deals with the particular form of modermsm that
sculpts the poetics of Meeraji's Nazm. Meeraji pioneered
modernist theme, stvle and technique in Urdu Nazm avoiding all
kinds of chiches. Asserting the basic preamble of modernity that
man is the measure of all things, Meerap ascertains the paradoxes
of centrality of human agency as well. Duality 1s one of the major
themes of modernist poetry that has been dealt with by Meerap
employing the context of mythology. On one side Meeraji
discerns the void that presented itself as the destiny of modern
man; on the other he seems to have been transforming it into
womb 1.e., a source of unusual creative energy. It has been
asserted that Meeraji's modernity dispels the common perception
of the modernist poetry as being apolitical.
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We are the hollow men
We are the stuffed men
Leaning together
Headpiece filled with straw. Alas!
Our dried voices, when
We whisper together
Are quiet and meaningless
As wind i dry grass
Or rats' feet over broken glass
In our dry cellar
(31 & Collected Poems 1909-19692.41_ A1)
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