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CURRENTS OF PESSIMISM
IN CLASSIC URDU GHAZAL

Asadullah Niaz
PhD Scholar (Urdu)
University of Education, Lower Mall, Lahore

Abstract

Pessimism stands oppostte to Optimism. Pessimism 1s a
tendency to see only the negative or worse aspects of
everyilung whereas Optimism is to see positive and bright
aspects of everything. These two terms categorize human
bemngs' behavior and their outlook and worldwview. Usage
of these terms is abound in every worth mentioning
literature of the world. Urdu literature is no exception.
Urdu poetry and especially genera of ghazal is replete with
trends of Pessimism. This article focuses pessimistic
trends in classical Urdu ghazal
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"The term 'Pessimism’ is recorded as first used by Colridge

in 1795 The best known and certainly the starkest

expression of pessimism 13 from the Greek dramatist

Sophoclese."( 1)
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