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METAMORPHOSIS IN URDU FICTION
A METAPHYSICAL STUDY

Zaheer Abbas, PhD
Lecturer in Urdu,
Govt. College Ravi Road, Lahore

Abstract

Metamorphosis 1s a sigmficant myth in ancient literature of all
over the world. Human to amimals and animals to human are
changing constantly in every mythology of the world. Crifics
have discovered that this act of changing the form has many a
meaning which reveals the principles of understandmng the
values of humamty. In this arficle, Metaphysical aspect and
meaning of metamorphosis in the Urdu Dastaan has been
discussed.
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(1+) "It can even be said that this really only one and the same phemomenon
envisaged on two opposite sides from the standpoint of one and the other of
the two consective cycles between which it i1s interposed.This indeed
emerges aft once i our geomeincal representation. because the end of the
one cycle always necessonly comcides with the begming of the other and
because we use the word "birth" and "death" in theiwr altogether zeneral
acceptation merely to denote the passage from cycle to cycle, and whatever
may be the scope of such cycle, which may just as well be those of worlds &
of individuals. These two phenomena accordingly accompany and complete
each other: humanbirth 15 imme diate result of a death (fto another state)
human death is the mmmediate result of a bath (ikewsie mto another state)
neitherof these circumstances can never occur without the other.”

Eene Guenon, "Symbolism of The Cross", Lahore: Suhail Academy, 2004 p. 98
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"A miracle occurs that grants him the contrary agreeable thing the moment
the contrary disagreeable thing has become agreeable to him For example the
conditions of the spell on a prince changed into a bear cease fo exist as soon
as the bear is loved for its own sake Perthaps a like transformation would
take place if a man could become fond of the evil in the world The moment
he could bring himself fo chensh illness or suffenng he would hold in his
embrance the most charming delight the most voluptuous positive pleasure
wouldpervade his being ®
Hienrich Zimmer, "The Kmg and The Corpse", New York: Priceton
Urniversity Press1973, p. 230
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