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SHIEKH NORUDDIN RISHI
A GREAT KASHMIRI SUFI FOEPT AND PREACHER OF ISLAM

Nusrat Nisar. PhD
Incharge/ Assistant Professor of Kashmiryat
University of the Punjab, Lahore

Abstract

Sheitkh Nor-ud-Din 15 considersed as the living symbol and
the guiding light of Kashmir Kashmiris recognise him as
the Alamdare-Kashmir (the standard bearer of Kashmir). As
a saint, revolutionary patriot and poet, he has exerted
enormous mfluence on the behefs and world view of the
people of the wvalley. His thoughts have been moulding the
minds of generafions for more than seven centuires,
establishing a culture of utmost religious tolerance with an
abiding faith in the Omnipresence of God. No other saint,
king scholars or poliictan of Kashmir has recieved such
national admiration as Sheikh Nor-ud-Din did.
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The ancestors of Shiekh Noor-ud-Din hailed from Kishtwar
origmally which was a tiny mdepexdent kingdom but was
latter annened by the Dogra ruler Maharaja Gulab Sing
(1846-1851) with the State of Jammu & Kashmir. It now

forms a sub-division within the district of Doda in Jammu
Province. The fore fathers of the Shiekh were Rajputs who

owned an estate in the independent Kingdom of
Kishtwar_ ()
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"It 1s reported that Sadra gave birth to a son on the 10th
Zilhzj in A.D 1377 in the Kaimoh Village "(®)
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"When his mother came to know about his wherabouts she
went to that place. Alarmed by the surroundings m which
her only son was passing his days, she warned him of the
danger from the reptiles and beasts lurking about. The
Sheikh, however, politely replied, "Snakes and rats are my
kith and kin. A lengthy tete-a-tete is reported to have taken
place between mother and son.(A)
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Durmg his tours the Sheikh made certain observations

about some localities, their people and the enviorment and
location of certain regions. Such comments observations, in
poetic form give a true picture of life in those localities and
regions" ()
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The Sheikh passed away in Rupawan village on 26th Jami-ud-Sani

842 A H. . (Coresponding to AD 1438) (I¥)
ay in Rupawan village on 26th 842 AH_ 0
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"The Sheikh's poetry 13 commonly known as Kashur QJuran
(The Kashmiri Quran). This is because the themes of his
quatramns and poems resolve around some or the other verse

of the Quran". (12)
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"The Sheikh had a mission to make illitrate folk understand

the fundamentals of 1slam m a simplest from. To address this

objection, he used vernacular as a medium of expression and

people bereft of any scholastic taste and tongue understood

his message vey earlier. He composed his verses i tune with

the Quranic mjunctions and the core truth of revealed verses

got commumcated to common man with our any lingmdiic
or metaphoric twist. (1)
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"Self mortification is the cruse of meditation and subjugation of one's
evil self lies the essence of mortification. The Sheikh has with
vehemence, force and stress expossed the idea of surender of the ewil
self in various models and this idea is oft repeated in his poetry.
However, at each time the frame of the idea looks new while preaching
threre high ideas he has used the form of the first person in his
expression and confined the consequences of the ewvil self to his own
person” Alas! I am marred by my evil self it threw me imnto the ditch of

darkness if it comes unders my grip I shall kill it with the sword.(¥™)
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