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SERVICES OF MARK AUREL STEIN
REGARDING KASHMIRI LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
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PhD Scholar (Kashmir Studies)
Punjab University Omnental College, Lahore

Abstract
Dr. Mark Aurel Stein was a renowned Omentahist. He had
been affiliated with University of the Pumab, Lahore as

Sansknt teacher as well as its registrar. He showed mterest
in Kashmiri language and literature. He travelled to Kashmuir
where he collected folklores of Kashmir and made a

comprehensive catalogue of rare Sansknt books. Besides his
other services, he edited and published Rajatirangni, the
famous treatise on Kashmiri language and culture. This

article covers life and hterary services of Dr Aurel Stein
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Once Buhler had left Leipzig, Aurel moved again to
Tubingen to hear the lectures of Rudolph Von Roth,
Professor of Indo-European Languages and History of
Relizions. Both Roth and Buhler guided Aurel's studies,
giving them depth and focus.(2)
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1. The first was the mmportance given n the latter part of the
19th century by central European scholarship to Philological
Studies.
2. The other bridge to India was furnished by the Lfe and
labour of the Hungarian Csoma de Korosi, legend in his own
fitme and eventually a patriotic symbol stimulating his
countrymen's inferest in Oriental research. (3)
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Aurel Stein thought that if he could get to India, he might be

fortunate one to secure that Sharda archetype which his
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teacher had located and whose transcription waited to be
done. It was a task worthy of the preparation he had
received. But how was he to get to India? He did not
Imow . (3)
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In 1888 he wvisited Kashmir to get an enfire and the oldest
manuscript of the Rajatarangmi. (6)
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In 1892 a new edition of Kalhana's work was published by
Dr. Stein, under the auspices of the Kashmir state
council.(8)
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He regarded 1t as unprofessional to shirk such a duty.
Rajatarangni was Stemn's first and the last love. He carried its
lingered thoughts throughout his hfe. (%)
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With the progress of Ragunath Temple Library Collection,

first European interests were drawn towards this

reasure (10)
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This was a damper for the preparation of catalogue with

classified list, extracts, making texts over other details, as it
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would involve large time, effort and application. Stein a
scholar of igh fame and repute was aware of such exercise
earlier done by Professor Weber, Professor Aufrecht and Dr.
Eggeling while they made catalogue of Sanskrt manuscripts
collections at Berlin, Oxford and London. (11)
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This included prepration of text of manuscripts, beginning
and conclusions, identification of fifle characters, author,
date, contents and reproduction of colophon in each
manuscrpt.(12)
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Kashmir iz also celeberated for its follktales. Not only are

some familier in every home, but there are also professional

rawis, or reciters, who make a living by telling fairv-tales

worthy of the Arabian Nights. These men recite with

astonishing verbal accuracy stories that have been handed

down to them by their predecessors, now and then

containing words that have fallen out of use, and with the

meamng of which they are now unacquamied. Sir Aurel

Stein has made a collection of such tales, as dictated by one
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of these men, which he has handed over to the present writer
for the translation and publication. (18)
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His keen mterst in Kashmir and Kashmuir's past which he
created could not fail to react on Kashmir, where the ancient
learning was shill preserved by the learned according to the
inherited methods but without real progress while the great
masses took no mterest in them (19)
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