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Abstract

Freedom is perhaps the most cherished passion of humanity.
History witnesses that individuals and nations have made
supreme sacrifices to achieve and maintain it. But the
tragedy 1s that man has been slaving lis fellows. This arficle
iz a study mto the evolution of various concepts of freedom
through history. It concludes with the assertion that
ultimately it is Islam which presents the most comprehensive
and perfect model of this concept and bestows humamty
with dignity, regard and confidence.
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"Liberty or Freedom signifieth (properly) the absence of

oppostiion; by opposition I mean external impediments of

motion..... A free man 1s he, that in those things, which by

his strength and wit, he 1s able to do, 15 not hindered to do
what he has a willto____ (1)
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"Liberty 15 the perfection of civil society; but still authority
must be acknowledged essenfial to its very existence."(r)
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"The mere impulse of appetite 15 slavery, while obedience to
law which we prescribe to ourselves is liberty " (™)
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"Freedom is limited by the condiion of actual life for idea of
absolute freedom, we substituted the 1dea of freedom mn
various degrees." (2)
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"In the evolution of mankind and civilization no concept has played a
more important role than bberty. In all societies and groups, social
economic and religious or political the relation between the mdividual
and other individuals, as well as with the whole groups, always involves
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the issue of liberty- that is the extent to which the individual can
determine his own destiny and act as he wishes, unconstrained by
others. The concept of liberty has two basic aspects: a positive aspect
that focuses on freedom to participate i the decision making process of
the group., and the negative aspect that considers an individual's
freedom governmental or social constraints." (1+)
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