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THIRD WAVE: A METAPHOR OF CHANGE
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Abstract

Alvin Toffler 1s a famous American futurist. He has
penned several books on futuristic society. The Third
Wave 1s one of his books m which he presented the theory
of the "The Third Wave" society. Toffler explicitly
discussed m itthe role of knowledge and technology mn
effecting changes and thus shaping the coming of the new
type of society in the future. The article focuses Toffler's
futunstic theory mn light of his wriings.
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"Over the past quarter of a century there have been

persistent claims that Western societies have entered a new
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era of their history. While still being undoubtedly
industrial, they have undergone, it 15 suggested such
far-reaching changes that they can no longer be considered
under the old names and by means of the old theones.
Western societies are now in various ways post mdustrial,
post Fordist, post-modern, even post-historical. Their
theories concentrated largely on the move to a service
economy and a knowledge society and the social and
polifical changes that could be expected to follow from
this. In these theories we encounter claims that go bevond
economics and polifics to encompass Western, and indeed
world, civilization in their enfirety. In the mformation and
communication revolution, in the transformation of the
work organization i the global economy, and in the crises
of political idealogies and cultural beliefs, these theories
see the signs of a turning pomnt in the evolution of modern
socieites." (F)
sle _".rLJ é_\i&_ ol Information Revohition ,.'f:f_ L?rfﬁf.:.rlfé
e 7L L.,tfa d‘fff'&*"drﬁ, 0 s IJL:”L u"::f— s U e F e
JL-:'F:"‘.:J bins e t_fjj;:; J,;-"qu"-ﬁﬂ,u' t.fﬁfwlﬁf .,_J,v'”""::,-r E..-'..-' E L;L-'"/G.!'"
Q,y(r’)_.f_llf: b 03 23K b L P o L i e ¥ 7
L af_;_.‘a'u bl i'.;)l_.rwaf, o .,;.JU:J_',-_FU .,-TJ:FJ:‘:L .,-I_E-'.' SJ;J'I:' JI":
_ Ji-m?ﬁ J"FLJ‘?E‘S _:‘..:l,f_.,' L’EJ!'!':—‘STJL,E ._J}J‘gf:-f_i’r o
1 Lo Q,,»*L,-!Jf AN AN wﬁfﬁ‘g;:i?::;iﬁ*r e
ébj r/{.,..l;":_,,__z_- _ﬁ_ L,-Er:—..-'T/E‘:.‘.:-‘ W3 JJ,;' Ny u"j-'-f_ Sf.,_::g {J..?‘!’Z-J.g"[jt
LA AT E SR e B LKy Fr e L

e df L

-



120

e Ul FBE L E, S s G S e
2oty £ S Qe bTL o o 47 (s b de S i 37
(M- JTF Lty

S o e RBis u LJHQJL:IDWL ._.J;'-';,_r% LAt Py
ST Uy i 3R | Fpubs, Se Tyl /8 S
S b Ud o SBE P st SE G F I f}ﬁbf*r[.;”b*r&*-ﬂf
B S S U Rl e L E L L e 7 B

STfle e E T Lo B used 16t 21

S M p S e JoK g il G 3 WSS LG

(6) L S B

Ly pUy L0l e s der S RO rbess 22
HEEE #3123 200 T e s
Goa o SIS U e e a (e ed S o)
e Syl i G el §1 A () S ARSI S Iy
bt 2B bsp b F1E sl 185 Uiy sl o7 JLs
oo it P T e T e T U i el b UL
_e L'Jljzg". t.f.:.-f S by sl

(e B fel Fe Gl it Sl Qg i
L e QOIS s (Ur e B ._J:":Fﬁ_f— VY Sk
LS e 7 K8 ALK usdn 2T 8 S e tSE Ut U S
12 LE(LEFL,I"{&_ uﬁjbé@'h{jﬁﬂiﬁdiafﬁiiﬁuﬂjlfdJ B b
_E Ly Al
Jilg »

- —“rJJ‘JJ;':;jerELMﬁL:fof:J LJF.,_F.-L JF'E;FJJ:«-F
LB et ik P EL L i SENEL S P



121

LB TEU GGy T Tontee Uy o 181 (5 (£) Ltz
_Jyﬁ{yihfg{ﬁ

&5 zb i bezb 1 :fﬁiﬂ S AP ES I,
;—"'Lfff’;i At L #J:‘J’Jfﬁfyiu:i% L,L‘.'*'.‘_".- L/?L ..*_f.if::ibjf
AN e B Al L St i B82Sy
e t/uy FE v Sl usiie o b

UE s i B KU A Ut L sl g AL e

K ar SNFE E'?mrl_f;j}' S u'f:‘._.J L d” U if LT

(AT es it

SIS E 2yt 3 s s Bl QUIAL Jnng s
I Ut 2 S a3 AE QL AL S S b nib
ot ﬂ_.;j*lg JJEG"-;L #J:ﬁﬁk*i;_fégjt: e &l
) E‘.dl.#‘lé'_.-r:':—f #Lﬁ'ﬁ'»gs.f}f@qﬁy&:ijﬂuﬁ .:.-JHJ._.J; Lile
L&A e G B )

sl _F LI JB B & S e g J3 g
S_Get U Sl F s Sk ol el Le diusatukz
A3 BUE e 6 s Gl BTN e g i 2 L
e WL sl e il e VI E e B
el K&E—‘r':}]&‘uﬁ:ﬂ}u"‘!ﬂ' \# L'.r'lg Lﬁ?:ﬁjﬁ ..".-L.uﬁi L2k o KJJLT_G bl Ir;rr
(‘I}_ﬁ:ﬁw,.fﬁ

Ses 2ty LG tpdug 0o Qg p P s g s B
Sty dnd e fud Jit e e3P S B FF
W:'L;f@ S E?Jf'cflf‘fﬁw szl Ll I..LTL T”j':;y'f‘:'ﬂﬁﬂf
TGN e E e SIS (N S PP LRI Y
S B e R L



122

SFEEEE G gln L 0P §ordmade”

(1Y b L el d LA £ &t

g ook, N e QU F G L st U e s Lt s Bl
Jas Filotetl pwre_p 2 OB lausn Ptk oo 320G
—e bkt

E S 6 by B BT i1 G o Fan L Sas o2
Lyt d Eo A Qv N gl Suias o F
WSl P U T Ul e S e S A B
Jif"u"’lwr..ﬂu; ezt e Bl - r'_ldgL-lew'err_f_JﬁMlﬁk_r_l:C

Cus P\ PV . & urkaimiod Fosic 8609, b £

Sz N L w3 S G ILE T Sl

e b7 E t.fr"ﬁ'df.fu_'fﬂbghfuhl._fgﬁf_; el s By
[*-:QF._J*’_Q{BF#J"’E PRI I PR O = PR
e tSuluy Al g I T EuWa L sy Zyy

oGl JE W F S E i B b UF ULl

(H}”_;;[:,Efi..ﬁzjfbf :;._,-‘IL,L’[’LLI" LK

u.J!JLfn.JHL?f-'JL"uL-"JL;ﬁ Lag Eifikﬁuﬂ Il T e
Kt :;G’LL, B e G Fe gl S e Fl s = LS m KU
fﬁ}uﬂuf}ﬁ&;fxﬁbﬁfﬁD'Lﬁi?JFJ@FUQ-T—EClfkﬁjlk'up
LW LT ET2 L FLE S £ it v Sl ettt
S S Ee Fnns s G5 S Sy b e ile
_E W i pe

brafd m G UV o;’ﬁfuﬁuuiﬂ"JJ”lgr
et P2 Bnsar 2, fF A e S Fbg aaf
= b



123

EALESN A 3t TS 0t 5 ol

& N F I S It Qaf E 2w st sy e Bt

(Y ez 2 e 2 Sl

Jdi‘»'_.-ﬂlﬁbﬁg.ﬂ Al el ._".-E;fg,_f,'?ﬁii. T JI’*: QFL)?
T b S E Pude foe Qe 3 P s P e ol
(F)-ctorth gl 3 A P 2

e KL NE S 1 T szs s i S s
LT by dre sl P B bt Ll s 2 KT £
Lo flor e & A#JEI{JJJIL ggwu‘yﬁu.&f_ﬂ; Lz
S LG YA E g 205 3 e e £ S 2 L
TS 280 at Ea it GBSl SR U e 2t U ST pt

_el L;;upnj
VUL bt Lo S d £ Subuiislos
_E wolpflr L L

AR G b AulfnT e Sl il L 5L

()i LA

J,-L:EbhﬁTﬁrﬂd;uyﬁiL:JIH;JHL:»?ILT,;,:,,?qu@r
RAL NI GRS als R I EIF ROV S 7
eI STV SO S SN Y- U STV TN T 18P I 18]
L.Jf.i(:. |,_:ulL.lf:_?*dﬁﬂ&ud’ﬁ-ii@:(ﬁ'ﬂ;jﬂhﬂJﬁf
_yr‘?.i_ QJ‘-_FI'L:'-‘LE_/;”J!C:’U?J}IJ b.gﬁf &3

LB IS A5 1B L S St PR
e 24

T b Ss My S é e bnd fe Fo f2l”

Pt bR L A e L e S EE
& BT f}u,.,__#.:,,;_, erdEE«'ﬂ:éJJLLﬁL o



124

SEE T EZ Ky st L sl '

(10) & & s} w6 el o b

[O0SSY-2719 ot TWIF NP JEi (1001 - WL L (ot WP
SuR L rle tTE ecke w2 T Krnbrm it » Aol
NIV AL NS

e lems P U Tt (S ﬂ;w S Tyt

Sy LGt o sl ot EYUN L P& 2 TE Fisrin s

(M2 F A FNLTE sidd s

& TAMELFL 2 bl e S Pl gul e o F
oo F e g S IS L b AL AL 2ol F
L GK ez b S BV U e et ST e e
E iyl e fa 7l K {H_E:f_ e u"%.f_ﬁr’? = g Lt
(&) tT B2 B0, I F GBS

,."J-T— ?W-'{F'; Sl i S s E!J’_".-f&: i E,Fdjf::_ﬁ;u.f
WA JJ: St = L-fﬁ'i_?h{:l JJ: aasle_los ﬁ}.,-TJJEE‘SJJW
Bus s 8L QU e E I K G x rad o/ Qo ot 22
E Gt i S sl 41 Qur 328Gl e TRt AL 26
_L;;f }ﬁerJJL,L

Sse LIS LIS w0 KB S UL el v
EL.T_:':L:T& £ EF}’:’ Erfd’-’.._-;_.ch?\.ﬂ_f_ LFJJE]-‘:"‘..*_;E Jb;f'%:"‘
GG Fste Gues 408 B EL, S e ST ELAE SEan G L2
Third v &+ S G5 Gl VTV UL L0 S duinnd &
—e bt Wave

,-"‘..".-U-l.w*r'L?f:.-:_ ﬁﬁi:ﬁ.‘.’”dh J__-'H["E‘{Jy: Jﬁ;}llﬁ&:&"& v
GALTEIF I T B Qe Fles Floeadd SURP e o /U2
Lyl oo ale I e =n B ESL



125

B/ S JUS ST AR PV YIS PP s S I ST LR
$ o Fe f O E TN Snlin b £ P § 25 1 Fllo e
et FIE T L a2 S el LBl f Ui Ul
e b

SN Poaes= VN Y Vrrasid e sl M le2 =L

ezt SJEFE st oyt F AL s S UG

2T UINL G VO e e AUt e fo

el f e o3 §0 S g a3l e Ukl U

Nz U prd e S P U S

a6y B8l § I 2l
B e SFHE L S 0 EE s gt b S e
-T_n;‘bf* L"S‘;JMJL!':;_,{_I"@: ﬁfr’r QF_JU"Z.E-T_ [‘q'{J:; ;_il'._i;";.: _ﬂ;g_.f
dj’?ﬂ_ u"p-'[’::&rr_-f_d:fl.f:' L{,-""‘"£ 1 J-}r‘jT e &y PO T
,ﬁ!{ AL e A7 G b .L:f,_f:;.ufh:uhf_ L% rl:'?-‘?‘l.,.-er; LremsmsBe_ yrs
e Jgk:g{f.*@aﬂi{ﬂ;ﬂbfﬁllﬁ
s BSOS s BT GUAL pr b Sty E3E (017
G f SR SRS P E L QW grel S P s SO L
(m}_f.f_lf St QU323 L5058 el Qe l ez P £
r._,-:L.-* L{L.JL iyt 2 jg:fﬁﬁ',_{;k% ogfdrl‘r oy U:JH dzf
WYY Lfé {Jtiﬁu"{'@:’lﬂdfl’r @F'Jl’_ j._}:.;i.:, ._,-:L—f JJ@FJ:FJL&E
_Li-f._ft/b;rrﬁl.(i
b 2 P Eond et bz bbb oty (LW EL L
e e Sl i FE s Sy frad
Jo K2l 2o L6 S (Font (8 e S K 2 U155 o e Speciialized |4
e b ld A e S EWE e

b g AL s b 2 O KOG or



126

NN A | P PO (P SRy, P

(P e b b S e S AT e E

Lapr it autde S st/ PoanAe oo L
eS80 Ll Fls e FE0 2L S id oz g
—e ST }“‘J’ fLu:r‘IE.F =y J =i d Bualy ./t} L= s r....lFLr’i{;‘-:f ,.;-?J .,_Jf.;'
skl s ot o pulyrol BELrd L pBEUY Faw
fE il LIl Uk biuy B £ e SF
_fizgjl}{h}r"i
S U e e (SR K L Uy
1 Sde J L e e SIS S e Shamuy B
Ly lkasaud

IS B Hossaty 85 4wk KL U KU

L Fee Ry sl JEeglib By K el SPESEL

(YL el e L LU sl (6

LS AR R 2 L R Aol g L
Eatecly Lt S 0 B SR KR S ol SRt oy 2B
Lz s Aoy Qubtea Bl el B0l Sk S 7 2
el U bl p B L e Ly S S Ul
Senbr e uor SFE S Gal 08 For b/ Lo S0l 2l
—{—f%[’fﬁ"—ﬁﬁ’rﬁf@dr‘fﬂbi ol
Fj.:,i':;’{gu hlL;:l:r*e_ﬂJ J&-";:I..J,;'JE:JI":'J &y 1(,51 ,-iﬂ,-r:; bja': LJ_-!::‘-’:J,;'JK
Sffecdr Loyl Kbl o S b SIS e bn
S 31 FE Foas L Ourl Ak (2 e L3S K IS 5
S i s
S5 Social Memory &b d Sty SUI 385L 0 Fbel
Sl}m"-tlf o _"fgsﬁq,f}r‘fiJg:/ff_Jh E‘;‘:ﬁf_f_ﬂ?{ bl JJL';“‘I.J.



127

Lol & e aTE Pl 0 Bl e rdm 1558 (m) 7L
_utd prana il 2
b Er it et Suib Ut e e Sl A il
_..-L'_L?:fﬁjg)ﬁ:: Jr@JLLE-fL uﬁrjfdijdszifﬁgsaﬁJ
éFFE?LJLu Kij,-fi.;_tg;rtﬁ‘(rr}gut; J'fﬁ‘g: Jﬁ!:"‘._.l ibd 3 L?J
it uB PRSI AO BT E b3 dute LT

Lz bl el dGC s Bl g e il o gy
&bz s S Sl BB g S et L cmd us

F.2 ol Lf:-z g fuiun s f&l;i;f FEs it L,fpf &

et Ut L0l ol S H gl 5 ot £t

(rYbneir

I LI e ea by Bt i) s 6z o Gy :rLEIdf.wg
r’-ﬁ*@ Lgl@r::@rff?bﬁ-rg’gﬁ Jir'l';g.lf.asifg.af,r:f_ tL:i‘fJb*,jfgﬁff_.
258 LA G L L Rl B AT e
e F eSS IS e e AT U
SR A S UL L T e £ Ty Plusi gy b
Sl Fle it e e e s U b e S e
e i b

B E e A Gkl gl g U 2T $lUinl”

E ooy eds QU U oy it 2 EL S

(raY_or

,ﬁ!._.-? U 19A -_.T_L'fﬁlgd: r"—J;Jjjhﬂ"J{fgﬂi:‘j Laaas L2
e e L ke T O£ 4 K s 1 FS i b
il S PS8 N E P So L 1§ B e e (a5
-t 2% Marilyn A. Dyrud



128

"As in fulfillment of Toffler's prophecy, education 1s

rapidly bearing more third wave in character, with virfual

universities popping up like mushrooms, enrolling

hundreds of thousands of students and distance education

offering in traditional venues multiplving like rabbits.

Clearly distance education is making significant impact on

higher education, one that we can not ignore. In fact, not

some crifics, it may be changing the very nature of

education " (F1)
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"In summary, the future shock thesis can be seen as an
expression of a journalistic view of macro-change from a
very particular view point in space and time. It forgrounds
the habits of perception that are characteristic of that time
and attempts to universalise them. But as an mterprefive
agenda it was unworkable in practice." (F1)
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