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THE TUNNEL AND EXISTENTIALISM

Shaista Sharf
Assistant Professor of Urdu
Govt. College for Women, Gulberg, Lahore

Abstract

Latin America largely remained Spanish colony for over
three centunies. Argentina compared to other Spanish
colonies i3 an advanced country, facing challenges
associated with modern life style. The paper studies and
evaluates the basis Ernesto Sabato employ to highlight the
1solation, alienation and absurdity of a2 modern man m his
novel 'The Tunnel'. The novel is grounded in the colonial
past of Argentina, conditions of settler colonialism,
modernism and French philosophy and wisdom. It
concludes that among the abundance of material resources
and ideologies of 20th century, individuality of a person
and 1ts existence i1s facing an existential threat.
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(198 e P K TS £ A0 1L 2L #) ¢ Argentina a Country Study f? s ssds (1)

xmv S

:J7L£) The Growth and Culture of Latin America <& (£ Jizas 201 2ot (1)
WA A 180 e 2 (kg b T

"Wherever the Indians were an assetto the setilement the Indians
survived; wherever they were an obstacle or of little aid they
disappeared”

r:,_,-"’;I}FH*:Lfﬂ'ﬁg;*ilg:bffdjglf}:ﬂnunﬂ}r Studies Seﬂes:ﬁgmﬁnarl!fﬁh’:fﬁ (r)
"In 13173, m response to escalating attacks on colonial interes ts, the
Dimster of War Alfonso Alsmna fortified settlements and dug a major
trunch that extended almost 250 miles along the vast frontier that
separated the terntory of the federal government from those of the

Mapuche lhdians."
KAl (M)

19: A Pos 77 ")« Post-ColonialStudiess 7 7s7% sl B4 (8)
"More importantly, introduced crops and livestock not only supported
conquenng armies and colonizing populations but, in what Crosby calls
‘the Neo-Europes’(settler colomies) radically altered the entire ecology of
the mvaded lands in ways that necessanly disadvantagedindizenous
peoples and annihilated or endangered native flora and fauna on which
their cultures (and somefimes their very kves)depended.”
MO8: A 190 e 228 st x oL )eLatin American Civﬂizaﬁnﬂrgf;-j-l.: 1)

P Al (2)
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"There was a prevailing belief, of colomal origin, that only men of
ancient ineage were qualfied to govemn or hold admimstrative posibion.”
s floion 5 1) 127 1)eSettter Coloniatisme(S 272! (A)
rJ«Country Studies Series: Agentina rf_ﬁllj.'f;( 5)
"Between 1930 and 1933, fourteen militafiy presidents took control of
Arenatina_ repeatedly staging coup d'etates and disrupting both the
judiciary and legislature. When mstitufions were seen as hindrances to
those in power, they were ignored modified, or cymcally mampulated.”
IF: % Settler Cnlmﬁa]ismru”:l;::;-':ld.&’ (1+)
"....colomial and settler colomal forms constantly interpenetrate each
other and overlap in a vanety of ways."
r8:iPast Colonial Studies (/3 LA (1)
"Colomial powers mstituted these pnvileges through patronage sy stems
that preferred and encouraged wntten forms over orality. "
M*L:U!'i[.i_lea.ﬂ:;'.;'d.':l_[.;; ICIF)
il (1)
"It can be said with all propnety that the Argentunan novel emerged
outside of Argentina and that it did so as a consequence of the polhtical
exile imposed by the tryant Juan Manual de Rosas (1833-1832) on the
educated younger zenemation.”
ezl (1)
e s peede f o fhe L AL y)dLatin American Hcﬁnnm#fy%,ﬁ (1)
"In many ways it is a histoncal novel with much over whelming detail of
life m Buenos Aires under the dictatorship and a wealth of histoncal
characters, mcluding Fosas himself and s deliciously wicked
sister-in-law Mana Josef Exurre "
AP TI RS )
5 fee 195 0= (. The August Couner 15y s #1 7L~ 551 (12)
"Ibelieve in art, dialogue, hberty and the digmity of the mndividual human
being "
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«The Columbia Guide to the Latin American Novel Since 1045 ces (32 20 (IA)
Flo: felsPoose 2o (529004
- fe 18501 The August Counier sy s #1c 3L~ 731 (18)
Fe:_%The Columbia Guide to the Latin American Novel Since 1945 3cs s 52 Ly (Fe)
"It is a novel of love, jealousy and murder, but the thematic focus is the
pratagonist’'s alienaton.”
i1l £) ex¥ & 51 The Myth of Sisyphus and Other Essays « £2) o/ ¢ 41 (M)
1@ S e 19815, (o
"Thi= wotld in itself 1= not reasonable, that 15 all that can be said. But
whatis absurdis the confrontation of this #srational and the wild longing
for clanty whose call echoes in the human heart. The absurd depends as
much on man as on the world. For the moment 1t is all that links them
together. It binds them one to the other as only hatred can weld two
creaturestogether. "

The Stranger by Harold v iCamus's Portrayal of the Absurd ¢4 25 Le-.J_L. JIF ()
&¥: fiBloom's Literary Criticism
- 0r P Py I:.c,;"ﬁ-:,;'ﬁll}:; L_f;-f- L:l_xf,.r:( A J:*}.iﬁ_.aﬂ (rr)
Ml (1)
15: il ()
|8 I The Myth of Sisyphusand Other Essays{ £ ) of 247> (F1)
e Al k)
"In this unitellizible and limited umiverse man's fate hence forth assumes
its meamng."
do fidl- F90 L 22 E AT ()
Hr A A L E U)o L 2T ot Bt KA o) e e (v9)
AT P A L) e (1)
a A= )

1: /i TheMyth of Sisyphus and OtherEssaysd{ £ >) g/ ¢ ,-|L:,-F" 1r¥)
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