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HABBA KHATUN: A TREND SETTER POETESS

Nusrat Nisar, PhD
Assistant Professor of Kashmirvaat
Punjab University Ornental College, Lahore

Abstract

Habba Khatun 1s the greatest Kashmin poetess of the
sixteenth century. She got famous in her early life for her
unique poetry. The people of Kashmir especially Kashmin
women find in her verse a true representation of their
feelings. She 15 greatly revered m Kashmir. A number of

poems, essays, films and television programs have been
written to pay homage to her. The arficle covers life and
work of Habba Khatun.
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There was a strange pleading in his eves and he IﬂEﬂﬂESl:.i,"

shifted from one foot to another. Then he recovered

himself and spoke to her m Kashnur verse. She too rephed

in a verse. The prince was simply enchanted with Habba

Khatoon's beauty and mtelligence. (12)
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"Habba Khatoon learnt the art of classical singing from
them and herself contributed musical compositions,
particularly the sufiana Kalaam and Rasti-Kashmiri " (1£)
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He led a very simple and frugal hfe and m order to win
public support, he sold the gem-studded crown and the
royal parasol and distributed the money amongst the poor.
He carried on the administration wisely and did his best to
restore peace and tranquility to the land. Not wishing to

found a dynasty of his own, he abdicated in favour of
L oharchak who ruled for 13 mnnﬂls more. (IA)
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The emperor was highly pleased since he was on the
look-out for an opportumty hke this. (13)
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The proposal appealed to the Raja and Yousaf as the head
of the small band of his kashmiri followers left for the
valley. Before reaching 1ts outskirts he, with the help of us
mumster Mohd Bhutt was able to enlist small army of 4000
from the hill tibes. He crossed the river Jhelum avoiding a
clash with the mam army of his opponents and entered
srinagar triumphantly. Abdal Bhatt the mtriguing minister
of Lohar chak was lalled and the later sought safely mn
flicht. And thus after an exile of a year and half Yousaf
agam established himself on the throne. (f+)
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Kashmir thenceforth became a province of the Mughal

empire and the chapter of its long independent status came
to a close. (rr)
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After the death of the two mystics, Lal ded and Nund

Rishi, the muse in Kashmur fell into a deep sleep for about
hundred vears and with the bwrth of Habba Khatoon it
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woke up again flutering and singing, not the mystical
experience but the hlting tunes of true romance. Poets
imagin romance and write about it but Habba Khatoon

lives romance and sings about it (F<)
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